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Sunday Services begin at 11:00 am.
Coffee and Conversation 10:30 - 11:00 am and after the service

December 7

Gifts of Joy, Gifts of Love: In this time of economic uncertainty and this sea-
son of spending, we pause to be reminded of the most precious gifts in this
life, and to give and receive them with love and generosity. Presenter: Rev.
Sarah York

December 14

Prospects for Peace in the Middle East: We will consider the UU goal of
“world community with peace, liberty and justice for all." Dr. Curtis Ryan,
Associate Professor of Government and Justice Studies, will return as a
guest speaker to address "Prospects for Peace in the Middle East". He will
discuss the foundation that has been established for Arab Israeli peace,
what the obstacles are, ideas for the new U.S. administration, and possibili-
ties for peace in Iraq and Iran. Presenter: Dr. Curtis Ryan Service Leader:
Sandra Oldendorf

December 21

It Must Be Saint Nick! We will celebrate the true spirit of Christmas by shar-
ing vignettes from the legends of Saint Nicholas and festive customs from
around the world. Believers of all ages will participate through songs, sto-
ries, and stockings. Please bring one stocking per family. Presenters and
service leaders: Diane Graham and Connie Green

December 24

Christmas Eve: Join us at 7P.M. for music and readings of the holiday sea-

son. Bobbie Austin will lead us in song, and we will share in our traditional

cookie communion. Bring the children, your friends and family for this spe-
cial evening service of celebration.

December 28

Reflections and Hopes for 2009: How do you regard the New Year as it ap-
proaches? What are your personal hopes for the future, for our BUUF fam-
ily, for our local community, and our country? As we share these thoughts
with one another, we may find many concerns and hopes in common, and

what our aspirations say about us as UU's.
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Namaste,

The Divine in me Honors
and Blesses the Divine in
you.

At this time of the year, my
thoughts turn to how | am
offering gratitude, compas-
sion and care to not only
family and friends but espe-
cially to all our brothers and
sisters of our local and
global communities.

I am reminded of a time |
visited my next door
neighbor who is an elderly
woman. She is of the Catho-
lic faith and | was discussing
with her how important it is
to do kind deeds, especially
for those we do not

know. Her response to my
words was, “You are more
Catholic than I am.” | have
reflected on her words sev-
eral times as | find my own
meanings to her response. |
found it very interesting that
her thoughts about good
deeds were linked to her
understanding of her reli-
gious faith. | believe my way
of doing good karma has to
do with not just being a
Christian, Hindu, or even a
Unitarian Universalist. | be-

Christine’s Corner of the World

lieve it is linked to a strong
sense of connection and
care of the human spirit,
which lies in each one of
us.

In my connection to Christi-
anity, | understood helping
others that are less fortu-
nate as I, such as sharing
my abundance with others,
is how Jesus lived his life
principles. With Hinduism, |
can choose to complete
good karmic acts or ser-
vice/seva, by such example
as feeding the hungry and
not expecting reward or
acclamations for doing

S0. As a Unitarian Univer-
salist, | can contribute to
the human family by dona-
tions in the form of collect-
ing items for the Hunger
Health Coalition, making a
meal at our local homeless
shelter, and support justice
for all human people
through guest at our table
project. All of these con-
nections remind me to re-
flect on my internal inten-
tion as to why | choose to
have compassion for our
human spirit souls.

| believe gratitude for the
many blessings | have re-
ceived is a gift to those |
choose to share it with re-
gardless of the form it takes
such as food, money, or
gifts. All of these are ex-
pressions of the sharing of
joys | have received. Com-
passion for me is a heart
space understanding with
each other of immense di-

vine blessings. This,
again for me, is a natural
human connection to an-
other person’s soul. Hu-
man care for me is know-
ing that whether | choose
small or large ways of ex-
pressing these feelings; |
believe we all need each
other to grow and blossom
into our highest self. My
neighbor’s thoughts of be-
ing Catholic was a re-
minder to me that it does
not matter so much what |
choose to call myself.
What are important are my
active expressions of my
connections to all human
spirit souls.

As we come to the end of
the year of 2008, | offer
heart felt blessings for
knowing the human con-
nections to each other and
how we choose to express
them are what sustains
and strengthens each of
us. | believe we will con-
tinue to be the true peace
we seek to see in each
other.

Shanti. Have a blessed
month of December.

Your President,
Christine Sita Dave®

A

Out beyond ideas of wrongdoing and right doing, there is a field. I'll meet

you there.

When the soul lies down in that grass, the world is too full to talk about.
Ideas, language, even the phrase “each other” doesn't make any sense.
Jalal al-Din Muhammad Rumi
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Minutes of Fellowship Board

Members present: Christine
Dave’, Robin Hunt, Derwin
Sherwood, Zan Landowne,
Diane Graham, Roland
Moy, Connie Green. Pat
Wilkie Guest: Richard
Anderson

Roland reported that our
bookkeeper has not com-
pletely recovered from her
automobile accident. She
will continue if needed, but
would prefer to be replaced.
Richard made a recommen-
dation. Roland and Richard
will follow up on hiring a
new bookkeeper. Roland
also reported on the suc-
cess of the split plate offer-
ing, saying that it is a good
option for community in-
volvement. The check from
DOT has not been received.
Christine will contact DOT
about status of check since
it has not yet been received.
Zan brought up the issue of
acknowledging gifts and
pledges to the fellowship,
asking how we can better
respond to those who con-
tribute, but have not
pledged in the usual way.
We decided to ask the new
bookkeeper to find a system
for keeping us aware of
such donations.

Richard reported on his re-
search on the windows in
the tower of Fellowship Hall.
A window expert looked at
them and found places
where the wood was rotting.
Richard explained the plan
for repairing the windows
without having to replace
them. He does not have the
price yet.

It was noted that the min-
utes had been approved by
email. Connie and Diane
mentioned that the quota-
tion from Sarah in last
month’s minutes might be a

little misleading. Not all ele-
ments in a service need to
follow the same topic. We
will continue to review min-
utes electronically, but do
S0 by a certain date.

Pat moved that the split
plate offering for December
go to the Heifer Project. Zan
seconded the project and it
passed unanimously.
Richard Anderson provided
the board with a compre-
hensive written report on his
accomplishments and sug-
gestions for improving the
functioning of our fellow-
ship. We recommended
that Richard provide a quar-
terly membership list to
members of the fellowship.
Other suggestions included
updating of our rental poli-
cies and sharing our activi-
ties with the TJ district. We
also discussed ways to en-
courage people to volun-
teer.

Connie moved that a sti-
pend be provided for those
who need to be reimbursed
for buying snacks for coffee
hour. Robin seconded the
motion. The motion was
amended to include a cap of
$20 for snacks.

Pat reported on her work on
the policies and procedures
manual and by-laws. Mem-
bers were given a list of
duties of the officers to re-
view.

Derwin moved that CUUPS
be allowed to add their
name to our sign. The mo-
tion was seconded and
passed unanimously.
Richard presented the need
for petty cash funds to pur-
chase supplies. Pat moved
that we begin a $100 petty
cash fund for which the ad-
ministrator will be responsi-
ble. Diane seconded. The

motion passed unani-
mously. Christine, Connie,
Zan and Robin will meet on
December 3" at 5:00 to
evaluate the performance of
our church administrator.
One or more of us will meet
at a later time with Richard.
Because of the amount of
work we have ahead of us,
we agreed that the board
will meet on the 2" and 4™
Sundays and we will meet
before the service on Sun-
day’s.

It was suggested that we
ask our pianist if he would
like to also direct the choir.
Roland will talk with Matt.
Roland will also talk with
Trudy about the having a
separate amplification sys-
tem for the keyboard.
Derwin reported that he and
Carole are planning vege-
tarian/vegan potlucks for
one Wednesday evening a
month. Robin will organize
and announce a soup pot-
luck for one Sunday after
church in January. Connie
will organize and announce
a pizza lunch one Sunday in
February. Robin also sug-
gested donations for Hun-
ger Coalition this month to
be soup and crackers. We
will have designated items
to be donated each month
and try to share these in an
email to the congregation.
Zan reported that she con-
tacted the agricultural ex-
tension agency about the
pine trees. They gave her
names of 3 tree experts.
Derwin will follow up with
calls to several tree experts.
We also discussed the need
for a chair for the facilities
committee. Derwin will talk
with Richard Tidyman about
sharing this responsibility.
Submitted by Connie Green
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The Boonitarian

We are pleased to send you
this monthly newsletter about
the Boone Unitarian Universal-
ist Fellowship (BUUF), be-
cause you are a member,
friend or simply interested in
what we do. BUUF be

longs to the National Unitarian
Universalism Association, and
we pay $66.00 per member
annually to the national and
regional organizations for their
services. Your annual financial
pledge or contributions are
invited to sustain the Fellow-
ship and the Boonitarian. Our
address is 381 East King
Street, Boone, NC 28607 828-
264-4456. Please submit any
material for the newsletter by
the 20th of the preceding
month, including announce-
ments, reports, Joys and Con-
cerns, and changes to the
membership listing and the
newsletter mailing list: Booni-
tarian Editor Richard Anderson
at booneuuoffice@gmail.com

Go Green on line

55 people receive the Booni-
tarian by mail. It costs $2 per
Boonitarian for the paper ver-
sion versus 35 cents on line.
Go Green on line! Go to
booneuuoffice@gmail.com .
We have reduced the mailed
version by 18. That’s over 30
bucks! The electronic version
also includes hyperlinks to
background sources and re-
lated material.
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News from the UUA

President-elect Obama's transition
team is preparing for the new ad-
ministration in January, and they
want you to share your vision with
them. On the official transition team
website, you can submit your ideas
about issues the Obama-Biden ad-
ministration should tackle and how
to solve them. You can even upload
a photo or a video. Consider men-
tioning that you're a Unitarian Uni-
versalist, a person of faith. Need
ideas? Check out the UUA Washing-
ton Office for Advocacy on the web
at www.uua.org/

December Action of the

Month: Pictures of Peace & Feed-
back on Peacemaking Draft SOC
Now, in the Holiday Season and the
beginning of a new Government,
Unitarian Universalists have the op-
portunity to envision a world of
peace and justice. Throughout the
month of December and into 2009,
Unitarian Universalist congregations
across the United States are invited
to create pictures of peace in inter-
generational arts and crafts time.
Use crayons, finger paints, collages,
or any other medium to create your
pictures of peace. Congregations
are then encouraged to hand-deliver
the pictures to the local offices of
their local, state or national elected
officials. Delivering the pictures,
along with a ministerial cover letter,
will build relationships between
church members and their elected
officials.

For more information on the State-
ment of Conscience and creating
Pictures of Peace, including re-
sources on how to organize an in-
district lobby visit, please look here.
Statement of Conscience:

Give Us Your Feedback The
Commission on Social Witness has
now released the rough draft of the
Statement of Conscience on Peace-
making. We are asking for all con-
gregations to read, discuss and
share feedback with the Commis-
sion. Your feedback is needed in
order to make this Statement dy-

namic, comprehensive and pro-
phetic. The period for conversation
is limited though. The comment pe-
riod will continue to February 1st,
2009. We require at least 25% of all
UU congregations to agree this
Statement should be discussed and
voted upon at General Assembly
2009. Congregations will be able to
weigh-in on this process along with
their congregational certification.
Your participation is crucial to this
process. You can find the feedback
page at uua.org/peacemaking or
uua.org/csw.

ACTION: Send a postcard to

Subway and Chipotle for

economic justice

The Coalition of Immokalee Workers
(CIW) has been fighting for justice
for Florida tomato pickers since
1993. They have achieved enor-
mous victories in forging partner-
ships with Taco Bell and Burger
King, but both Subway and Chipotle
have refused to cooperate with the
CIW. For more information, visit the
Coalition of Immokalee Workers
website. See photos of the post-
cards that the UUA Washington Of-
fice staff signed on our blog, In-
spired Faith, Effective Action

Your TJ District Rep Report
The UUA Board met in mid-October
with Anna Olsen of the Thomas Jef-
ferson District representing us.
These are some of the highlights as
reported by Anna:

Draft Statements for Policy
Values

Wonder

Connection

Transformation

Mission

Grounded in our covenantal tradi-
tion, the UUA will inspire people to
lead lives of humility and purpose,
connection and service, thereby
transforming themselves and the
world.

Owners
~Our member congregations
~Generations of UU's
~The highest ideals of Unitarianism,
Universalism,

and Unitarian Universalism
~The vision of beloved community
~The spirit of life and love or the holy
spirit.
Feedback can be collected and sent
to Anna. Send comments to
booneuuoffice@gmail.com and they
will be forwarded to Anna.
Working Groups
The Association Working group
brought forward recommendations
for a new election process for the
UUA President and Moderator. Un-
der consideration is terms for 6 years
versus 4 years and if the Moderator
and President elections should be
staggered rather than during the
same years. These are new recom-
mendations and would not effect the
elections next June since it will re-
quire bylaw changes which are voted
on during a GA. The Growth Work-
ing group and the Congregations
Working group met to discuss, "What
is a congregation?" Since the Pew
Survey reports that basically 3% of
adults in the US identify as UU, and
other surveys indicate that there are
400,000-500,000 self-identified UU's,
how are we responsible to
them? What is the role of the inter-
net to form communities of people
able to worship and do good works,
as well as contribute to our Associa-
tion?
The Commission on Social

Witness has now released the
rough draft of the Statement of Con-
science on Peacemaking. Your feed-
back is needed. The comment pe-
riod will continue to February 1st,
2009. We require at least 25% of all
UU congregations to agree this
Statement should be discussed and
voted upon at GA 2009. Your partici-
pation is crucial to this process. You
can find the feedback page at
uua.org/peacemaking or uua.org/
CSw.
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Thanksgiving Feast Results Are In

Another Thanksgiving Feast has
come and gone with no reported
injuries other than the occasional
tummy ache from over-indulgence.
Once again we recreated the story
of the “loaves and fishes”. The UU
version of that event is that, given
the poverty of Jesus’ followers,
they had brought simple fare but
would not have been in a position
to share. Having heard the mes-
sage of unconditional love, they all
dug deep and, of course, found
more food than was needed. With
only 20 people signed up for

Karla Rusch sole

- 3
mnly signs
on as Faculty Advisor for our
pending ASU Student

food....we fed 80. Wow! The pre- club...UUASU

feast entertainment was superb e

and kudos go out to all our RE Vol- A {a-"ﬁ’ A

unteers. This pageant was directed e e P o -3

by Pat Rusch and had a full help- A LA AEAI
ing of “cute”.

faiths onto common ground as they
'‘band' together with voices and instru-
ments to create amazing sounds and
songs they never imagined possible!
Go to www.mountaincenters.org/ for
pricing and registration information

X

At The Mountain:

A Gift of The Season

Santa's Favorite Chamber Music
December 19 - 21, 2008

In partnership with the

Highlands Cashiers Chamber Music
Festival

A world class chamber music event
that is made for families and the
young at heart. "Father Christmas'
Favorite Chamber Music" will feature
works by Beethoven Mozart, Chopin
and others.

New Years at The Mountain
December 30, 2008 - January 1, 2009
Global, Local and Handmade Music
with Elise Witt and Mick Kinney

A tranquil Mountain tradition, featuring
musical workshops that bring folks of
all ages, backgrounds, cultures and
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Seasonal Actlvitles

Cookie Communion!
Christmas eve has always been
celebrated at Boone UU as a
special time of music and fel-
lowship. We have gathered
over the years to sing seasonal
songs and hear readings from
differing cultures that promote
and reinforce the giving spirit.
Be sure to put this on your holi-
day schedule. We also have the
tradition of the cookie commun-
ion. Bring cookies to exchange
as part of our beloved, and
tasty, communion service. Any
cookies will do, but home-made
ones are preferred. The service
is also appropriate for children.
We will even accept screaming
infants and will attempt to sing
above their cries.

Share the Spirit

Our friends at High Country
UCC along with a new high
school group called YAP
(Youth Advocates for Peace)
are going to participate in the
Boone Christmas parade on
12/6/08 with the theme
'Peace on Earth, Good Food
for ALL'. They will be collect-
ing canned food and non-
perishables DURING the pa-
rade. Directly after the pa-
rade, they will be having a
'Food for All' meal outside of
the Transitional Housing Cen-
ter of the Hospitality House
(beside Tupelo's). They will
be handing out hot soup, trail
mix, bread and water. We
would LOVE to have every-
one join us! A special invita-
tion goes out to the Boone
UUs. We have been strong
supporters of Hunger pro-
grams in this community. We
delivered a “trunk full” of food
in November.

Thanks & Namaste!

Bobbie Willard 963-4828


http://www.mountaincenters.org/
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Yule: The Origins of Christmas

Yule celebrations at the winter sol-
stice predate Christianity. Yule is a
feast celebrated on mid winter night.
There are many references to Yule in
the Icelandic sagas but few accounts
of how Yule was celebrated beyond
the fact it was a time for feasting.
"Yule-Joy' with dancing continued
through the Middle Ages in Iceland.
The ritual of slaughtering a boar on
Yule survives in the modern tradition
of the Christmas ham and the Boar's
Head Carol. Yule was held to be the
most holy of holydays among the men
and women of ancient Northern
Europe. A period of 12 days still re-
membered in the modern world by

such things as the “Yuletide Season”
and “Twelfth Night,” Yule was a time
between the years, outside of the nor-
mal cycle of time and therefore also
outside of the normal bounds of the
world. At this time of the year the an-
cestors return to be with us, as well as
other spirits and the Wild Hunt. But
as a time between times, it was also a
time for the most powerful of oaths
and rituals, as the other worlds were
at their closest. In modern traditions,
Yule is begun with Mother Nights.
Held on the winter solstice, Mother
Nights is a time for the remembering
of our ancestors as they come among
us again in the darkest of winter. For

twelve days it is traditional to ex-
change small gifts and to fare forth to
meet friends and congregate, both to
keep the Utgarth spirits at bay and to
revel in the company of one’s fellow
men and gods. The traditional ending
of Yule is Twelfth Night, celebrated on
New Years Eve in the modern era. In
fact, Twelfth Night is a grand ushering
in of the New Year and is essentially
an older version of New Years Eve.
Join our CUUPs group as they cele-
brate Yule December 21st. Meet at
the Fellowship at 4:30 to car-pool to a
beautiful outdoor site to commemo-
rate the winter solstice. Pot-luck at the
Fellowship at 6:30.

Over 53 people now receive the
Boonitarian online instead of on
paper. If you think you might be

ready for the switch, just email
booneuuoffice@gmail.com

Caution

On Sundays, children

are crossing the park-

ing lot from the Fel- ¢'
lowship Hall up to Ful-

ghum House for Reli-

gious Education

classes. Please drive

slowly.

Split Plate for December:

o

—
YHEIFER

INTERMNATIONAL

naing Hunger,
I g Hung

Caring for the Earth

Heifer International has been chosen for our “Split
Plate” charity for December. The second Sunday split
plate tradition helps us connect with the larger com-
munity. American farmer Dan West, the founder of
Heifer International, was serving as a Church of the
Brethren relief worker in Spain during the Spanish
Civil War when he became frustrated at being forced
to decide how to allocate a very limited amount of food
aid. Upon his return to the United States, he founded
Heifers for Relief, an organization dedicated to pro-
viding permanent freedom from hunger by giving fami-
lies livestock and training so that they "could be
spared the indignity of depending on others to feed
their children." The basic philosophy of Heifers for Re-
lief was based on the proverb, "Give a man a fish; you
have fed him for today. Teach a man to fish; you have
fed him for a lifetime." West conceived the slogan
"Give not a cup, but a cow”. According to Charity Navi-
gator, Heifer International “exceeds or meets industry
standards and performs as well as or better than most
charities in its cause”. Heifer is rated as a 3 star char-
ity...A good rating. This charity is also considered a
“green” organization.

Vegetarians in Paradise

Starting December 3, a group of Vegans and Vegetari-
ans will host a monthly potluck here at the UU Fellow-
ship. This is an opportunity for you to share recipes and
tasty dishes with friends that are on the same nutri-
tional pathway. Meet and greet your fellow UU’s in an
animal friendly way.
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Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat Sun
1 2 3 |4 5 6 7
grdedrl_of Service RE Chocolate Sale
eadline .
6:30 pm Vegan Transact 10:30 a Beve_rages, FO
Potluck FO di 11:00 a Service, FE
otiue Inner Noon Coffee hour
Parents Afternoon Out
6-8 p Christ’s Church
World Aids Day Pearl Harbor Day
8 9 10 11 12 13 14
BUUF Board
Noetics: 7-9pm Order of Service 10:30 a Beverages, FO
Deadline 11:00 a Service, FE
Split Plate
Noon Coffee Hour
5-7 p CUUPS, FO
6-8 p Christ’s Church
Eid Last day to purchase
UUSC Holiday Cards
15 16 17 18 19 20 21
10:30 a Beverages, FO
Order of Service 11:00 a Service, FE
Deadline GAYT Boxes Returned
Noon Coffee Hour
60th Anniversary Eewslette:=f I_Deagiline_llimail: 6-8 p Christ’s Church
; ooneuuoffice@gmail.com
of the Declaration Yule/Solstice with
of Human Rights CUUPS 4:30
22 23 24 25 26 27 28
BUUF Board
Order of Service 10:30 a Beverages, FO
Deadline 11:00 a Service, FE
Noon Coffee Hour
Christmas Eve 5-7 p CUUPS, FO
and Cookie Com- 6-8 p Christ’s Church
munion Service
Hanukkah Christmas Kwanzaa Begins
29 30 31

Order of Service
Deadline

FE Fellowship Hall;
FO Founders House;
FU Fulghum House
Italic items are
NOT BUUF
sponsored events

To reserve space for any
meetings or functions,
contact :
booneuuoffice@gmail.com
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Remembrance

We continue to urge members of the
congregation to honor special people
places and events through sponsor-
ship of either flowers or refreshments.
December’s flowers are provided by
Connie Green in honor of her parents
Dot and Ed Green. December 7th, our
refreshments are provided by Richard
Anderson in honor of veterans on
Pearl Harbor Day. He also commemo-
rates his sons Will and Jan. What a
great family activity to prepare refresh-
ments in honor of Grandparents or a
favorite Aunt or Uncle. For young
families or singles, there is a stipend
available to help you defray the costs
of performing this service to the group.
Contact the office confidentially if you
want to utilize the stipend. We're al-
ways at booneuuoffice@gmail.com .

Things that were hard to bear are
sweet to remember... Seneca

Ponsrmping

Boone Unitarian Universalist Fellowship

Sweet Little Things

There continues to be much activity
going on in the RE program. We just
completed the Intergenerational ser-
vice for Thanksgiving. The Guest at
Your Table collection boxes have
been distributed to be returned 12/21.
Parents afternoon out will be 12/7 and
the RE chocolate sales will run three
Sundays starting the first Sunday in
December. Parents past, pre-

sent ,future, parents in spirit and par-
ents by default are all urged to support
the RE program with your time and
money. These are the seeds we plant
that may grow into future Ralph Waldo
Emersons, Susan B. Anthonys or
even a Rod Serling. The future of the
UU philosophy is being planted at the
Playhouse and Founder’s House. It’s
our job to tend that garden.

Chance the Gardener: Yes! There will
be growth in the spring!

Hopeful But Somber

Faith groups such as ours, can often
serve as a moderating, positive influ-
ence on society. Barack Obama's
historic election as America's first
black president has led to a surge of
racist incidents across the United
States, hate-crime monitoring groups
and analysts say. Brian Levin, a pro-
fessor from the Center for the Study of
Hate and Extremism at California
State University said the rise in hate
crimes appeared to fit into part of a
longer term trend. "We don't have ex-
act figures but what | can say anecdo-
tally is that there does seem to be a
significant spike in hate crimes from
around the election period up until
now," Levin said. "Barack Obama is a
perfect storm that incites a nerve
within the hardcore racist movement
in the United States." UUs putting
their imprint on the community can act
as a salve for these wounds.
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